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In spite of their past failures, mothers' pensions have come to stay 
and the problem before us is more efficient administration. The pro- 
gram for preventing unemployment follows standard lines of thought, 
but the author also adds the features of a proposed unemployment- 
prevention law recently introduced into the Wisconsin legislature. The 
book does not deal with the problem of disaster relief which it seems 
should have been entitled to a chapter. Nor do we find a discussion of 
endowments or community trust funds. Furthermore, the discussion 
of sterilization omits reference to the interesting developments in Cali- 
fornia in recent years. 

The strength of the book culminates in an able discussion of a pre- 
ventive program. No modern text on this subject would be complete 
if it did not place emphasis on this point. The program as outlined 
aims not only to prevent poverty but other social ills as well. There 
are chapters on a number of very important subjects. Our health 
program must be socialized and a system of compulsory health insur- 
ance should eventually be adopted. Increasing emphasis must also 
be placed on a program of health education. The compact chapter 
on Socialized Neighborliness presents the function and opportunity 
of the social settlement, and Socialized Religion has long since deserved 
a chapter in books which outline a plan of social improvement. So- 
cialized Property brings to the student an understanding of the limi- 
tations that may wisely be placed on the institution of private property. 
In addition the function of education, recreation, and efficient govern- 
ment in improving our social life is outlined. The author recognizes 
that the increase of population is a serious factor and needs to be 
controlled but he deals rather cautiously with a projected program. 
Many will regret the omission of a chapter dealing with other phases 
of the economic program necessary for the prevention of dependency. 
They are not covered adequately in the chapter on Socialized Property. 

The book is adapted for use in college and university classes. The 
array of topics included and the volume of subject-matter make it a 
valuable guide for the student. It is one of a few books that can 
be used for this purpose and because of its organization and scope it 
should command a leading place. Its omissions are relatively minor 
and can be supplemented by the competent teacher. 

George B. Mangold. 

Missouri School of Social Economy. 
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Socialism and Co-operative Enterprises 

The Consumers' Cooperative Movement. By Sydney and Beatrice 
Webb. (London: Longmans, Green & Company. 1921. Pp. 
xv, 504. $6.50.) 
This most recent volume from the Webbs is by far the most com- 
plete and satisfactory statement yet made of what we understand by 
consumers' cooperation. It is the work of ardent, life-long friends of 
the movement, but there are warnings and admonitions in plenty, even 
criticism all the more severe because of the authors' outright champion- 
ship of the cause. 

In six long chapters — nearly 500 pages in all — we are given, first, 
enough historic detail to interpret later developments: the rise of 
federal institutions — wholesalers, banking, and insurance; the strife 
over the employees and their relation to consumers' administration; 
the hopeful yet disturbing issues arising from the war; remedial de- 
fects and shortcomings; and finally much acute speculation as to the 
future. Thirty years of intensive work on trade unions, cooperation, 
labor-copartnership and local government precede this final survey. 
No one should welcome it more than those who oppose socialism. Never 
has the socialist objective been outlined with more lucidity or with less 
compromising qualification. The authors maintain that consumers' 
cooperation is to supersede the capitalist system. This system is 
toppling as feudalism toppled and fell. Cooperation is to take produc- 
tion and distribution out of the hands of individual profit-makers. The 
private rent-receiver is to fare no better. We see thus why the authors 
so cleanly cut out labor copartnership, cooperative credit banks, 
together with producers' associations like those of Denmark and Sir 
Horace Plunkett. They do not undervalue these, but will not have 
them an integral part of the consumers' movement. This latter pro- 



